
The Official Newsletter of Beechtown Kindergarten School 

Dates to Remember: *Friday 21st December - Last day for 2018 
*Monday 7th January - First day for 2019 

Christmas Closure

Welcome to Coastlands 
Preschool
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Did you Know?
As many of you will know, children do not 

need to start school until age six. At 
Coastlands Preschool we support those 
that wish to keep their child in preschool 

education until they are six. 
It has now been proven that children's 

brains need to be physically active as the 
neuro science shows that movement and 
learning go together. So why start school 

at five? Nathan Wallis, neuroscience 
educator, states, "The part of the brain 
that likes repetitive pattern, the frontal 

cortex, is associated with numeracy and 
literacy. You move into that part of your 

brain when you're seven. There's always a 
group of children who turn up to school 

ready to write, weighted towards first-born 
children and girls. But there is no extra 
benefit to that. By the time children are 
eight the early learners have the same 
reading age as those who started at 

seven. A good solid basis of oral language 
is what leads to good writing. In most 
Scandinavian counties children aren't 
taught to write until they are seven. 

They're allowed to write, but no 
formalisation comes in. Writing isn't bad 
under the age of seven, it's the formal 

teaching of it. It's bad if a five year old is 
stressing out about their learning because 
at five you're developing your emotional 
attitude towards yourself as a learner. 

A child under stress is basically learning 
they're a bit stupid so we should be 

avoiding stress for our five year olds. 

Nico Fietzko (2) and 
parents Chiara and 

Thomas. Nico's brother, 
Han, is in the Pukeko 

Room

We will be closing on Friday 21st 
December and reopening on Monday 

7th January 2019.  
We wish you all a safe and happy 
holiday and New Year. See you in 

2019. 

Lost Property
Please collect any lost 

property your child 
may have here. 
There is a large 

number of dress ups. 
Anything left on Friday 

will be taken to the 
clothing bin. 

Kiwi Room - Empty your child's art folder.
These will be cleared on Friday.



Brenda, Melissa, Pania, Alex, Marama, Cheryl, Ashley, Sue, Chris, 
Janelle, Ineke, Amy, Teilah, Kat and Honey
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Christmas Concert 
and Disco

Last week the Kiwi Room had 
their end of year concert 

while the Pukeko Room had a 
disco. Both events were well 

patronised and enjoyed. 
It was lovely to have so many 
of the children's whanau join 
us.  If you have a plate left at 
the centre please collect it.

Farewell
This month we have Cooper, 
Harvey and Junior leaving us, 
to start school in the new term. 
We wish them well in this next 

part of their journey. 
It was such a pleasure having a 
couple of them after they turned 
five too. Thanks to the Hudson, 
Ferguson and Hakiaha families 

for all their support.

Cooper

Harvey

Junior


